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Massachusetts League of Environmental Voters Releases 
2006 Environmental Scorecard

Scorecard Reflects Strong Legislative Session for the Environment
BOSTON—Following one of the best legislative sessions in the last six years for the environment, the Massachusetts League of Environmental Voters (MLEV) today released its 2006 Environmental Scorecard.
The document follows a session of the General Court in which we saw three major environmental bills—mercury reduction, toxics use reduction, and energy efficiency standards for appliances—become law, one anti-environmental bill — the proposal to build a liquefied natural gas terminal on Outer Brewster Island—defeated, and a nine percent increase in funding for environmental programs.  In contrast, more than 25 other priority environmental bills continued to languish without a vote.  Many of these bills have been introduced for more than ten years.
“In a year when elected officials were given numerous opportunities to cast votes on vital issues like energy conservation, health protection, and land conservation, the 2006 Environmental Scorecard offers a clear look at just where our legislators stand,” said MLEV Executive Director Lora Wondolowski.  “MLEV intends to send this document to citizens around the state, to let them know exactly how their elected officials voted on key issues affecting the environment as well as their health, pocketbooks, and quality of life.”
The 2006 Environmental Scorecard includes 23 100% voting scores (10 in the Senate, 13 in the House).   Eight additional lawmakers received total scores of 100 or greater in recognition of their leadership in cosponsoring priority environmental bills.   The state average was 82% in the Senate and 70% in the House.  This is the inaugural Scorecard for MLEV.
The Environmental Scorecard includes two scores for legislators.  The voting total—based on a scale of 0 to 100—was scored on the number of pro-environmental votes cast out of the total number included.  The total score represents the voting total added to the sponsor column—legislators received additional points for sponsoring and co-sponsoring pro-environment bills and amendments.  Legislators also received negative points for sponsoring or co-sponsoring anti-environmental bills and amendments.  Among the votes included are those on energy efficiency, mercury reduction, funding for state parks, and toxics reduction.
“Although this was one of the best years for the environment, few environmental bills ever come up for a vote.  The Graveyard in our Scorecard highlights two bills that have been introduced each session for more than 10 years without a vote,” continued Ms. Wondolowski.  “A vote is a fundamental part of our democracy.”
The Scorecard also includes an Honor Roll and Dishonor Roll.  The Honor Roll recognizes legislators that went the extra mile for natural resources.  Honorees include: Rep. Frank Smizik (D-Brookline), Senator Pam Resor (D-Marlborough), Senator Stephen Brewer (D-Barre), Senator Pat Jehlen (D-Somerville), Rep. James Timility (D-Walpole), Rep. Doug Petersen (D-Marblehead), Rep. Steve Kulik (D-Worthington), Rep. Michael Rush (D-Boston), Rep. Bradley Jones (R- N. Reading), Rep. Kaufman (D-Lexington), Rep. Garrett Bradley (D-Hingham), Rep. Bradford Hill (R-Ipswich), and Senator Robert Creedon (D-Brockton).  
The Dishonor Roll recognizes the actions of legislators to jeopardize the Commonwealth’s natural resources.  Representative Michael Rodrigues (D-Westport) was recognized for his attempts to weaken the mercury bill and the addition of anti-environmental provisions to several bills.  Representative Brian Dempsey (D-Haverhill) introduced and championed legislation to develop a liquefied natural gas facility on Outer Brewster Island.  Lastly Senator Frederick Berry (D-Salem) worked behind the scenes to kill global warming legislation.

“We applaud the Honor Rollees for working to protect the health and environment of our citizens.  We hope the constituents of our Dishonor Rollees, Representatives Rodrigues and Dempsey, and Senator Berry, will let them know that their actions were unacceptable,” concluded Ms. Wondolowski
** Please note that the printed version of the Scorecard incorrectly lists Senator Rosenberg’s score as a 71%/74 instead of 83%/86.  Also, Representatives Spellane (71%/73), Speranzo (71%/71), and Spiliotis (86%/90) mistakenly did not appear in the print version. 
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